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Shark Attack � Preventive Measures � Adjournment Debate 

HON JON FORD (Mining and Pastoral) [9.51 pm]: I will try to whiz through this speech because we have a 
queue. I would like to elaborate on a question I asked of the Leader of the House today relating to an article that 
appeared in The West Australian on Friday, 1 May 2009 headed �High-tech shark alert for Perth�. It was a huge 
article. I am not having a go at the Minister for Fisheries but I want to have a go at the Department of Fisheries. 
This was a full-page article that appeared on the third page of the newspaper. Underneath the picture of a nice 
smiling white pointer it states � 

Predator: The program will track white pointers and alert Perth beachgoers.  

I know that that has nothing to do with the minister or the Department of Fisheries; it is an interpretation by the 
newspaper. However, I have a few issues with the article. It says that the program will track white pointers and 
alert Perth beachgoers. It will not do that. The article refers to Dr McAuley, who says that 55 white pointers are 
being tagged and he hoped that researchers will tag 100. I do not have definitive knowledge but I can say that 
there are a lot more than 100 sharks out there. The website of the Department of Fisheries says that it sees three 
species of sharks as a danger. It states � 

The three most dangerous species are the great white shark (also known as the white pointer � the tiger 
shark, � and the bull shark (also known locally as the Swan River whaler) 

The advice given to me by the Department of Fisheries when I was the Minister for Fisheries was that there is 
more chance of being bitten by a shark when swimming in the Swan River than when swimming off Cottesloe 
Beach. Indeed, that is supported around the world because bull sharks are responsible for more shark attacks 
worldwide than any other species. It is probably because they are found in just about every single estuarine 
system in the world.  

The real issue that I have with this article, which has been beaten up by The West, is that this program is having a 
discrete look at a species that is at the top of the food chain for research purposes. It has nothing to do with 
protecting beachgoers. It discredits the Department of Fisheries when it is dealing with the real predators, which 
are us. We destroy a lot more sharks than sharks destroy us. The department is charged with the job of protecting 
that important natural asset for all Western Australians, indeed, all Australians. It has a reputation to maintain. I 
find it particularly offensive that the department indulges in this absolutely self-indulgent twaddle. I do not 
understand why it has done it. When I was the Minister for Fisheries I refused to let it put out any press releases 
by itself without going through my office. I suggest that the Leader of the House does the same.  

What is the department thinking about? In this state we have one of the biggest single species fisheries in dollar 
value collapsing in front of us, yet it is indulging in this absolute rubbish. We have issues with demersal fin fish 
being put under severe stress off our coastline but it does not want to talk about that. It wants to talk about 
sharks. It is a serious problem for the Department of Fisheries� reputation worldwide  and in this state. The great 
thing about the Western Australian Fishing Industry Council is that it is like Media Watch. I bet that the next 
time the minister goes in to see the people at WAFIC�I know he has been overseas recently�there will be 
copies of this article around the table and some real characters from the shark industry will be looking at this. 
They will be asking the question that I asked: does the minister believe that this high-tech shark alert will rescue 
Western Australians and stop them from being hurt?  

We can go into the other detail. It takes two minutes for somebody to make a call to Canada and then somebody 
in Canada will send back an email to a Fisheries officer�s computer in the research centre in Hillarys. If they are 
lucky, that person will be at their desk. Friday and Saturday afternoons and Sundays are a bit shaky, as are 
Wednesdays, when they have team meetings. They will then ring up the appropriate rescue authority or send out 
a helicopter to look for a white pointer �after developing a taste for human flesh�. That is a great little quote. The 
officers at Fisheries have to pick up their game. I know that the minister is on to them. I look forward to the 
minister pulling them into line so they stop discrediting themselves with this absolute rubbish. That is what it is; 
it is rubbish.  
 


